report his findings to his supervisor.  He also observed reha-
bilitation work, rock dusting, timbering, and the movement of
supplies along the track haulage (Tr. 17).

Mr. Sparvieri could not state whether or not the gob
area in question had previously experienced any ventilation
problems, but he was aware of the fact that an explosion had
occurred and that the mine had a history of methane liberation
in excess of 2 million cubic feet a day (Tr. 18).

On cross-examination, Mr. Sparvieri confirmed that at
the time he issued the citation he was not a ventilation spe-
cialist, and that his duties did not normally entail the
inspection of the No. 1 Mine.  He stated that when he detected
the methane in question, he tested the air movement in the
vicinity of the bleeder evaluation point, but the air movement
was so slight that it would not turn the blades on the anemom-
eter.  He then used a smoke tube and took approximately five
or six readings over a 10-foot distance with chemical smoke
and calculated an air reading of 1,311 cubic feet per minute
as reflected on the Mt. Hope laboratory report.  The smoke
which he released during his test travelled outby in its
proper direction (Tr. 19-20).

Mr. Sparvieri stated that during his MSHA training he
has received instructions concerning MSHA's standard proce-
dures for making tests in connection with regulatory section
75.329.  He explained that once a determination is made as to
location of the bleeder evaluation points as shown on the
mine map, all air readings and methane examinations are made
at these locations,  when asked for his interpretation and
application of section 75.329, Mr. Sparvieri responded as
follows (Tr. 21-22):

Q.  I would like to show you the Code of
Federal Regulations 75.329, and I would like
you to read the area that I have underlined,
beginning with "Air" down to "split."

A.  Underlined in black?
Q.  Yes, sir.

A.  Okay.  "Air course through the under-
ground areas from which pillars have been
wholly or partially extracted and which
enters another split of air shall not contain
more than 2.0 volume percent of methane when
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